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BRIEFING NOTE  

Background  

The National Australia Day Council (NADC) – with the support of the Federal Government – is providing over $4.6 

million in grants to councils and community organisations to help Australians around the nation reflect, respect and 

celebrate on Australia Day 2024.  

Australia Day 2024 Community Events Grant Program  

In 2024, Australia Day event hosts receive grants of up to $10,000 to organise, promote and host Australia Day 

events that encourage their community to reflect, respect and celebrate.  

Events are to feature the NADC’s ‘Reflect. Respect. Celebrate. We’re all part of the story’ branding and messaging, in 

a way that is right for individual communities. 

Grant recipients collaborating with local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities to incorporate activities that 

reflect and respect the history of local First Nations people and celebrate their culture can receive additional funding of 

up to $5,000. 

Since 2021, the NADC’s Australia Day Community Events grants have helped deliver thousands of community 

events, from Welcomes to Country to citizenship ceremonies, from morning teas to multicultural festivals. 

Grant applications were assessed against guidelines that required applicants to demonstrate how their event would 

incorporate the NADC’s ‘Reflect. Respect. Celebrate. We’re all part of the story’ branding and messaging, support 

local businesses, be inclusive for all, and comply with any relevant public health guidelines. Grant acquittals will be 

assessed against the criteria detailed in the guidelines. 

Information materials  

To ensure the requirements to use the NADC’s ‘Reflect. Respect. Celebrate. We’re all part of the story’ are 

appropriately met, the NADC has developed this toolkit to support and guide event communications and promotions. It 

has been circulated to all councils and community groups that have received an Australia Day 2024 Community 

Events Grant. 

More information and further support is available by emailing grants@australiaday.org.au or visiting 

australiaday.org.au  

  

https://www.australiaday.org.au/sites/default/files/2023-09/Australia%20Day%202024%20Community%20Grant%20Guidelines_2.pdf
mailto:grants@australiaday.org.au
http://www.australiaday.org.au/
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KEY MESSAGES 

The following speaking notes can be inserted into a spokesperson’s Australia Day address  

Overarching 

• Australia Day is a day to reflect, respect and celebrate. 

• Australia Day is about the ever-evolving story of our nation – our history, our lives and most of all our 

people. 

• It is a day that reminds us of the common bond we share as Australians, connected by a desire for unity, 

and the promise of safety, stability and prosperity. 

• As Australians, there is much of which we can be proud - our democracy, our values, the strength, 

diversity and generosity of our people and our beautiful natural environment. 

Reflect, Respect, Celebrate 

• This Australia Day, pause and reflect on the timeless history of our nation – 65,000 years, or more than 

2,500 generations – of history and continuous culture. 

• Come together with thousands of fellow Australians to take part in time-honoured practices of storytelling 

and wisdom-sharing with First Nations people, respecting and preserving language, history and culture. 

• Attend a local citizenship ceremony or Australia Day event and reflect on the sacrifices others have made 

to call Australia home and celebrate their commitment and contribution. 

• Take a moment to pay respect to the stories, histories and contributions of the Australians who lived, 

worked and fought for the values and freedoms we sometimes take for granted.  

• Whether you go to an organised event, gather with family and friends or enjoy some time alone, Australia 

Day is a time to celebrate being part of a proud, ancient, multicultural nation that values the contribution of 

every citizen. 

• A great way to connect is to share a conversation or a meal. Whether it’s a lasagna or a lamington, a 

biryani or a burger – Australia Day gives us a chance to feel part of the community around us.  

History 

• What Australia Day means to each of us depends on who we are, where we come from, and how we came to 

be Australian. 

• From the First Australians, whose connection to this land continues for tens of thousands of years, to the 

descendants of settlers, children of migrants and those recently arrived, Australia Day is a day to reflect, 

respect and celebrate being part of our nation’s story. 

• It is a day to reflect on our complete and complex history, and to understand that acknowledging and 

reconciling our past helps lay a path to a stronger future.   

• It is a day to acknowledge the past, respect and celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ 

survival, resilience and enduring culture. 

• It is a day to respect the deep connection to Country that First Nations people have, and to reflect on how we 

are all defined by the land on which we live, work and play, from the freshwater to the saltwater, the rainforest 

to the desert. 

Australia Day 

• Australia Day is a day for all Australians to reflect, respect and celebrate. 

• It is a day to come together and celebrate the values, beliefs and freedoms we share. 

• It is your day and can be marked your way. Australia Day is a day to reflect and respect that we are all shaped 

by our own experiences, and to celebrate living in a nation where everyone’s views, beliefs and contributions 

are valued. 

• It’s about connection as much as it is about conversation: we come together as a nation to celebrate our 

diversity, respect what makes us unique and reflect on the Australia we aspire to be.  
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TEMPLATE MEDIA RELEASE 

Australia Day 2024 – Reflect, Respect, Celebrate your day your way 

XX JANUARY, 2024 

Australians are being encouraged to come together this Australia Day to reflect, respect and celebrate their day in 

their way. 

The National Australia Day Council (NADC) is supporting hundreds of local communities host Australia Day events 

around the nation and is encouraging Australians to celebrate being part of a proud, ancient, multicultural nation that 

values the contribution of every citizen. 

In [Community Name], [Organisation Name] host [Event Name] is encouraging community members to get together 

and mark Australia Day their way. 

[Insert details about the event, including activities, location and times] 

[Spokesperson] said Australia Day is a day to reflect, respect and celebrate the ever-evolving story of our nation – our 

history, our lives and most of all, our people. 

[Insert quotes from spokesperson relevant to local community and event]. 

NADC Chief Executive Mark Fraser AO CVO said the NADC provided grants to councils and community organisations 

to support local Australia Day events and activities, with additional funding for those that collaborated with local 

Indigenous communities to share First Nations stories, histories and perspectives, and celebrate their enduring 

culture. 

“As Australians, we are connected by a shared desire for unity, and the promise of safety, stability and prosperity that 

Australia represents,” Mr Fraser said. 

“Australia Day is a day to listen to each other, accept our history and show understanding and respect for those 

around us.” 

To help plan your Australia Day, visit australiaday.org.au 

  

https://australiaday.org.au/
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SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDE  

The NADC invites organisations that have received grants to help promote and amplify the reflect, respect, celebrate 

message for Australia Day 2024. 

This can be done by using the following hashtags:  

#REFLECTRESPECTCELEBRATE 

#WEREALLPARTOFTHESTORY 

#AUSTRALIADAY 
Event hosts are encouraged to use these hashtags with each social media post about the Australia Day event.  

Hashtags 

1. EVENT PROMOTION 

This Australia Day, gather with friends, family and community to reflect, respect and celebrate. For details on Australia 

Day events in [locality] visit [link]. #REFLECTRESPECTCELEBRATE 

2. AMBASSADOR ANNOUNCEMENT 

We’re pleased to announce that [Ambassador] will be joining residents of [locality] to reflect, respect and celebrate this 

Australia Day. For details, visit [link]. #REFLECTRESPECTCELEBRATE #AUSTRALIADAY 

3. LOCAL COUNCIL CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 

Congratulations to the recipients of [locality]’s Australia Day Awards. We are proud to have such extraordinary citizens 

call [community] home. #REFLECTRESPECTCELEBRATE #WEREALLPARTOFTHESTORY #AUSTRALIADAY 

4. WELCOME NEW CITIZENS 

Welcome to [locality]’s [number of conferees] newest Australian citizens, who chose Australia Day to accept their 

citizenship. #REFLECTRESPECTCELEBRATE #WEREALLPARTOFTHESTORY 
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BRANDING GUIDELINES  
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USING THE AUSTRALIA DAY BRAND 

This spread of images demonstrates branding being used correctly and creatively in communities across Australia. 
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MERCHANDISE 

Grant recipients are required to ensure appropriate use and placement of the ‘Reflect. Respect. Celebrate. We’re all 

part of the story’ message and branding in line with the branding guidelines. The NADC recognises that some grant 

recipients may not have the ability to produce their own event collateral and has partnered with the Australia Day 

Council of South Australia to provide merchandise that can be purchased for you. 

Australia Day Council of South Australia merchandise  

While local printing is always encouraged, councils, community groups and not-for-profit organisations are invited to 

browse these products which meet the Community Grants for Australia Day 2024 requirements. It will help with reporting 

on your activities.  

 

 
 

For more information, visit:  

shop.australiadaysa.com.au/collections/the-story-of-us-reflect-

respect-celebrate 

  

 

 

https://shop.australiadaysa.com.au/collections/the-story-of-us-reflect-respect-celebrate
https://shop.australiadaysa.com.au/collections/the-story-of-us-reflect-respect-celebrate

